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EXPRESS MAIL NO.: 
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y IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Filed: 



For: 



Serial No.: 
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July 11, 2003 Attorney Docket No.: 203-0721 

PICKUP TRUCK WITH LIFT ASSISTED TAILGATE SYSTEM 



PETITION TO MAKE SPECIAL PURSUANT TO 37 C.F.R. $ 1.102 (d) 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



Applicants petition pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.102(d) to make the above-identified 
continuation-in-part application special on the grounds that the application qualifies for 
accelerated examination [37 C.F.R. § 1.102(d), also see Manual of Patent Examining Procedure 
("MPEP") § 708.02 (VIII)]. This Petition is accompanied by: 

(1) a copy of the pending claims (Claims 1-17), attached hereto as Exhibit A; 

(2) a Petition Fee Transmittal Sheet authorizing payment of the appropriate fees as set 
forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 7(i) (with duplicate); 

(3) an Information Disclosure Statement Under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97 ("IDS"), 
accompanied by a PTO Form 1449 and a copy of each cited reference; 

(4) a Statement Regarding Pre-Examination Searches, describing the pre-examination 
searches which were performed by Applicants and Attorneys for Applicants; and 

(5) a Statement Regarding Cited References, which includes a detailed discussion of 
the references cited in the accompanying IDS, and which states with the 
particularity required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.111(b) and (c) how the claimed subject 
matter is distinguishable from the cited references. 



Sir: 



07/16/2003 ftyONDftFl 00000005 061510 10604331 
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130.00 DA 



The above-captioned continuation-in-part patent application satisfies each of the criteria 
listed in MPEP § 708.02 (VIII) and, therefore, should be granted special status. 

First, the above-captioned continuation-in-part application is a new one, i.e., has not yet 
been examined. 

Second, the instant Petition is accompanied by a Petition Fee Transmittal Sheet 
authorizing payment of the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. 1.1 7(i). 

Third, all of the pending claims are directed to a single invention. If the Patent Office 
determines that all the pending claims are not obviously directed to a single invention, 
Applicants submit that an election without traverse will be made. 

Fourth, Applicants submit herewith a Statement Regarding the Pre-Examination Search 
providing that pre-examination searches were made by the inventors and by the inventors' 
attorneys, and discussing the details of the searches. 

Fifth, Applicants submit herewith an Information Disclosure Statement ("IDS"). The 
IDS contains one copy of each of the cited references, including each reference deemed most 
closely related to the subject matter encompassed by the pending claims. 

Sixth, the Applicants submit a Statement Regarding Cited References, which includes a 
detailed discussion of references cited in the IDS and states with the particularity required under 
37 C.F.R. § 1.111(b) and (c) how the claimed subject matter is distinguishable over the cited 
references. 

Since, as described above, this continuation-in-part application satisfies each of the 
criteria for accelerated examination, Applicants request that the Patent and Trademark Office 
grant this Petition and make this continuation-in-part application special. 
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Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: July^\ ,2003 



ieromfe R. Drouillard 
Legislation No. 28,008 

,MA GOSSETT PLLC 
3 Eisenhower Parkway, 
Suite 100 

Ann Arbor, MI. 48108 
(734)214-7670 



Enclosure 
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EXHIBIT A 
PENDING CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 . An automotive vehicle comprising: 
a cargo box; 

a plurality of roadwheels located under said cargo box; 

a closure panel for said cargo box, with said closure panel comprising: 

a door adapted to pivot about a generally horizontal pivot axis, with said door having a 

shell defining an interior space; 

a first hinge bearing retainer attached to a first end of said door and having a first bearing 
insert housed within said retainer; 

a first pivot post rigidly attached to a structure adjoining a first end of said pivot axis, 
with said pivot post engaging a bore formed in the interior of said first bearing insert; 
a second hinge bearing retainer attached to a second end of said door and having a 
second bearing insert housed therein; 

a second pivot post rigidly attached to a structure adjoining a second end of said pivot 
axis, with said second pivot post engaging said second bearing insert such that said 
second pivot post and said second bearing insert are rotationally locked; and 
a full floating torsion bar having a first end rotationally grounded within the interior of 
said door, and a second end engaged with and rotationally locked with said second 
bearing insert such that said torsion bar will be subjected to torsional loading as said door 
is pivoted. 

2. An automotive vehicle according to Claim 1, wherein said torsion bar is subjected to a 
minimal torsional load tending to open the door when the door is in a closed position. 

3. An automotive vehicle according to Claim 1, wherein said torsion bar is subjected to a 
maximum torsional load tending to close the door when the door is in a fully open 
position. 
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An automotive vehicle according to Claim 1 , wherein said first end of said torsion bar is 
grounded to an anchoring member located within the interior of said door. 

An automotive vehicle according to Claim 4, wherein said anchoring member is affixed 
to a portion of said first hinge bearing retainer. 

An automotive vehicle according to Claim 4, wherein said torsion bar is a straight rod, 
with the first end of said torsion bar being affixed to an anchoring member located within 
the interior of said door. 

An automotive vehicle according to Claim 1, wherein said second bearing insert 
comprises a metallic core overmolded with plastic. 

An automotive vehicle according to Claim 1 , wherein said first end of said torsion bar is 
grounded to an anchoring member located within the interior of said door. 

An automotive vehicle according to Claim 1, wherein said first bearing insert and first 
pivot post are keyed so as to allow said closure panel to be removed from a vehicle when 
the panel has been opened to a predetermined position. 

A cargo box for a pickup truck, comprising: 

left and right pickup box sides; 

a first side pillar attached to said right pickup box side; 

a second side pillar attached to said left pickup box side; and 

a tailgate hingedly attached to said first and second side pillars, with said tailgate 
comprising: 

a door adapted to pivot about a generally horizontal pivot axis, with said door having a 
shell defining an interior space; 

a first cup-shaped hinge bearing retainer attached to a first end of said door and having a 
first bearing insert housed within said retainer; 



a first pivot post rigidly attached to said first side pillar, with said pivot post engaging a 
bore formed in the interior of said bearing insert; 

a second cup-shaped hinge bearing retainer attached to a second end of said door and 
having a second bearing insert housed therein; 

a second pivot post rigidly attached to said second side pillar, with said second pivot post 
slidably engaging said second bearing insert such that said second pivot post and said 
second bearing insert are rotationally locked; and 

a full floating torsion bar housed entirely within the interior space of the door, with said 
torsion bar having a first end rotationally grounded within the interior of said door, and a 
second end slidably engaged with and rotationally locked with said second bearing insert 
such that said torsion bar will be subjected to torsional loading as said door is pivoted. 

11. A cargo box according to Claim 10, wherein said torsion bar is subjected to a minimal 
torsional load tending to open the door when the door is in a closed position. 

12. A cargo box according to Claim 10, wherein said torsion bar is subjected to a maximum 
torsional load tending to close the door when the door is in a fully open position. 

13. A cargo box according to Claim 10, wherein said first end of said torsion bar is grounded 
to an anchoring member located within the interior of said door, with said anchoring 
member being fastened to a portion of said first hinge bearing retainer such that the 
anchoring member passes into the interior of the tailgate through a port formed in said 
shell. 

14. A cargo box according to Claim 10, wherein said first end of said torsion bar is grounded 
to an anchoring member located within the interior of said door. 

15. A cargo box according to Claim 10, wherein said first bearing insert and first pivot post 
are keyed so as to allow said tailgate to be removed from a vehicle when the panel has 
been opened to a predetermined position. 
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16. A method for constructing a cargo box for a pickup truck, comprising the steps of: 
fabricating a box having left and right sides and a floor; 

fabricating a door adapted to pivot about a generally horizontal pivot axis, with said door 
having a shell defining an interior space, and with said shell having a first end and a 
second end; 

attaching a first hinge bearing retainer to said first end of said shell, and positioning a 
first bearing insert within said retainer; 

providing a first pivot post rigidly attached to a first cargo box rear side pillar adjoining 
said first end of said shell when the door is in a closed position, with said first pivot post 
engaging a bore formed in the interior of said first bearing insert; 

providing a second hinge bearing retainer attached to a second end of said shell and 
having a second bearing insert housed therein; 

providing a second pivot post rigidly attached to a second cargo box rear side pillar 
adjoining said second end of said door shell when the door is in a closed position, with 
said second pivot post engaging said second bearing insert such that said second pivot 
post and said second bearing insert are rotationally locked; and 

providing a full floating, generally straight torsion bar housed entirely within the interior 
space of the door, with said torsion bar having a first end rotationally grounded within the 
interior of said door, and a second end engaged with and rotationally locked with said 
second bearing insert such that said torsion bar will be subjected to torsional loading as 
said door is pivoted, and with said torsion bar being inserted axially into said door. 

17. A pickup truck with a cargo box, comprising: 
a plurality of roadwheels; 

left and right pickup box sides mounted over said roadwheels; 
a first side pillar attached to said right pickup box side; 
a second side pillar attached to said left pickup box side; 
a first pivot post attached to said first side pillar; 
a second pivot post attached to said second side pillar; and 

a tailgate hingedly attached to said first and second pivot posts, with said tailgate having a 
full floating torsion bar lift assist, with said torsion bar having a first end rotationally 
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grounded within the interior of said tailgate, and a second end rotationally locked with 
said second pivot post such that said torsion bar is subjected to torsional loading as said 
tailgate is pivoted to an open position. 
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